
Upcoming Events  
  
2018 
January 
5-10: American Farm Bureau  
Annual Convention, Nashville 
 
15: County Women’s          
Committee Program Awards 
Report due 
 
February 
23-25: Young Farmers Winter 
Expo, Natural Bridge 
 
March 
5-9: Agriculture Literacy Week 
 
16-18: VFB Women’s Spring 
Conference, Hotel Roanoke & 
Conference Center 
 

 

State Women’s Committee: 
Faye Hundley - Chair 
TBD-Capital 
Sarah Large - Central 
Becky Broaddus - Eastern 
Barbie Winstead - Midwest 
Marty Potts - Northern 
Susan Harrell - Southeast 
Kristal Harris - Southside 
Sandi Puckett - Southwest 
Margaret Arbogast - Valley 
 

 

 

Have an event coming up? Let 
us get it on Facebook. Send 
photos and a short caption to  
women@vafb.com 

SAFETY TIPS & TOPICS 

   Women’s Committee News 

December 2017 

Bridging the Gap in Agriculture 

Did you know that cold weather-related injuries and illness can be 

just as serious as those caused by heat? With cold weather     

approaching, it’s important to take precautions to prevent         

hypothermia and frostbite. When dressing for cold weather, wear 

several layers ensuing the innermost layer is breathable, the    

middle layer providing insulation and the outermost layer providing 

a shield from wind and water. Exposure to wind or water in cold weather dramatically increases the rate at 

which your body loses heat. Common signs of hypothermia are shivering, and decreased energy and          

coordination. When suffering from frostbite, you will experience numbness, tingling and aching. When taking 

care of farm duties, remember to dress appropriately and seek medical attention if you are experiencing      

hypothermia or frostbite. More free safety information is available at nasdonline.org. 

The purpose of the Virginia Farm Bureau Women’s Program is to promote agriculture and educate 
 our communities on the importance of the agriculture industry. 

  VFB WOMEN’S SPRING CONFERENCE TO BE HELD IN THE “STAR CITY” 

                March 16-18, 2018       
         The Hotel Roanoke & Conference Center 
                 “Farming: Our Heritage, Our Future” 
  

Join us for a new and exciting program. Below is a tentative agenda. 
 
Friday, March 16: 

 Agriculture in the Classroom Reception   

 Keynote Speaker: Robert Mills Jr. of Pittsylvania County. 2017  
Swisher Sweets/Sunbelt Expo Southeastern Farmer of the Year and 
District 10 Director of the VFBF board of directors. 

 Ice Cream Social fundraiser benefitting Agriculture in the Classroom, 
and a DJ for entertainment. 

  
Saturday, March 17:  

Workshop Topics: 

 Leaving & Building a Legacy                      *     Power of Positivity  

 Educating Consumers Using Words We All Understand      *     Media Training 

 Google Calendar Training for County Chairs            *     Agriculture in the Classroom 
 

Tours: Learn how cutting-edge research, and education programs help 

Virginia’s farms and agri-businesses. Three options include: 

 Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary Medicine – Animal Care 

 College of Agriculture and Life Sciences – Food Research 

 College of Agriculture and Life Sciences – Plant Research 
 
Please support our Agriculture in the Classroom silent auction by    
bringing an item valued at $25 or more. Thank you! Registration is open. 
To register, contact your county office or go to https://vafb.swoogo.com/womensconference2018. 
For more detailed information visit vafb.com>Membership at Work>Farmers in Action>Women’s Program. 

https://vafb.swoogo.com/womensconference2018


  

spoke about a hay bale decorating contest he 

developed to promote agriculture on the     

Virginia Tech campus, an effort that reached 

over 25,000 students and faculty. Vaughan 

led efforts by the College of Agriculture and 

Life Sciences clubs to create hay bale      

designs. These designs were posted on social 

media resulting in over 1,630 shares on   

Facebook, reaching over 550,000 people 

worldwide.  
 

Janice Burton, past state women’s chair, was 

recognized for her Distinguished Service to 

Virginia Farm Bureau. Congratulations to Mrs. 

Burton for this high honor. 

During the convention women delegates were 

selected to represent Virginia at the 2018 

As the Virginia Farm Bureau Federation  

Annual Convention came to a close, it was 

evident that advocating for the agriculture   

industry was high priority. Many speakers   

emphasized the importance of telling our story 

and gave recommendations on how to        

accomplish this task.  

Lady Leader, Teresa Lindberg, gave a    

presentation on “From the Grassroots to the 

Elevator” that touched on “why” we should 

advocate, how to get started, and cultivating 

relationships.  

The enthusiasm of Outstanding Young  

Agriculturalist, Abby Durheim, was undeniable 

when she spoke on the role farmers play in 

everyone’s daily lives. 

Chandler Vaughan, Farm Bureau Ambassador, 

American Farm Bureau Federation Annual 

Convention Women’s Meeting in January. 

The following ladies will be traveling to  

Nashville: Sara Moyer, Amelia County; Becky 

Broaddus, Caroline County; Barbie Winstead, 

Craig County; Stacey Phillips, Montgomery 

County; Vickie Gibson, Orange County; Kim 

Millsap, Washington County; and Kathy  

Coffee, Lunenburg County, 1st Alternate. 

  

ADVOCATING FOR AGRICULTURE DURING THE  
VIRGINIA FARM BUREAU FEDERATION ANNUAL CONVENTION                      

 

 

 

In August, the Fluvanna County Women’s Committee hosted a Home Arts Exhibit booth 

at the Fluvanna County fair. Over 100 items of produce, canning and art were entered for 

judging. They also raffled a quilt to raise money for future projects and sold concessions 

to support their scholarship fund.     

 

 

 

The Spotsylvania County 

Women’s Committee hosted the Central District Meeting at the Belmont Ruritan 

Club. Keynote speaker, Joanne Miller of Miller Farms in Spotsylvania spoke on 

“Farm Transition – From Past to Present.” She shared how Miller Farms 

transitioned from a dairy operation to a produce farm in a growing urban area. Her 

message was to hope for, count on and always look forward to the future. Miller 

Farms Market offers everything from pumpkins and corn, to tomatoes and 

raspberries, and even cut your own Christmas trees! A gift shop with handmade 

goodies and a commercial kitchen at the market allows customers to learn about 

cooking from Joanne. For more information visit millerfarmsmarket.com. 

TIME TO SHINE, highlighting the Central District  - Sarah Large, District Leader   
Albemarle, Appomattox, Buckingham, Cumberland, Fluvanna, Greene, Louisa, Nelson, Orange, Spotsylvania              



For more information contact women@vafb.com or 804-290-1031 

STATE COMMITTEE WELCOMES NEW DISTRICT LEADER 
 

Kristal Harris of Pittsylvania County is the new Southside District Leader, replacing Ginger Shotwell who was honored for 5 years of service at 

the VFBF Convention. Kristal and her husband, Bob, raise soybeans, tobacco, small grains, poultry and beef cattle in Chatham.  

 

Kristal is an active member of her county board, co-chair of the county women’s committee and a past member of the State Young Farmers    

Committee. Involved with the women’s committee since 2005, she served as VFBF annual convention delegate and is interested in policy      

development. In 2014, she graduated from the AFBF Women’s Communications Boot Camp and served on the AFBF GO Team. Kristal is a 

teacher at Tunstall High School teaching business, information technology and marketing.  

HAY BALE CONTEST RECEIVES RECORD NUMBER OF ENTRIES! 
 

County Farm Bureaus, agribusinesses, FFA chapters and 4-H clubs created a variety of displays with 

decorated hay bales for the 2017 Annual Hay Bale Decorating Contest, sponsored by the Virginia Farm 

Bureau Federation Women’s Committee. Winners received a trophy during the 2017 VFBF Annual  

Convention in Williamsburg. Congratulations to Pittsylvania County for acquiring the most agribusiness 

and youth entries this year. They received a gift basket and a seat at a reserved table during the awards 

presentation. “The contest this year exceeded our expectations with almost 40 entries,” said Faye   

Hundley, chairman of the Women’s Committee, “We had so many wonderful entries and are hopeful that 

they attracted lots of attention and fostered greater awareness of Farm Bureau and agriculture.” County 

Farms Bureaus were encouraged to solicit entries from local businesses and other organizations such 

as farmers’ markets, feed stores, farm equipment dealers, Virginia Cooperative Extension offices and 

school groups. “We hope by encouraging others to enter, we could more effectively remind the public 

that agriculture is very much a part of their communities,” Hundley explained. 

Winners included: 

Best Promotional Display - Fluvanna County Farm Bureau  

Most Creative Display - Isle of Wight County Farm Bureau  

Best Agribusiness, FFA or 4-H display - Shenandoah-Strasburg FFA Chapter  

Best Agriculture-themed Display - Warren County 4-H Livestock Club                          

Convention Favorite - Nelson County Farm Bureau  

Top photo: Fluvanna County Farm Bureau 
Bottom photo: Nelson County Farm Bureau   

LEGISLATIVE CORNER 

Responding to Action Alerts sent by Virginia Farm Bureau Federation’s Governmental Relations Department is the most effective way to   

communicate with legislators during the 2018 Virginia General Assembly. 
 

More electronic communication is necessitated by demolition work on the old General Assembly Building. State lawmakers’ offices have been 

temporarily relocated, and the move prompted cancellation of the annual VFBF Legislative Day. 
 

“Organizations like Farm Bureau have been asked to hold off on bringing large groups in this year to allow time for everyone to adjust to the 

new location,” said Kelly Pruitt, VFBF assistant director of member engagement. The Governmental Relations team will be working on bringing 

small groups to the General Assembly as well as organizing tele-town hall meetings with legislators to create opportunities for member      

interaction. Responding to Farm Bureau Action Alerts will be more critical than ever, given the number of bills expected to have an impact on 

agriculture this year. 
  

“Many folks read Action Alerts only to stay informed on what’s happening in the General Assembly,” Kelly noted. “But this year it’s so important 

to follow through and send those e-mails and make those phone calls to legislators in support of Farm Bureau’s positions, since most       

members won’t have the opportunity to meet with their legislators in person.” 
 

Are you a producer member with an interest in helping to maintain your ability to farm in Virginia? If so, you can help by responding to Action 

Alerts. To sign up for Action Alerts, contact Kelly Pruitt at kelly.pruitt@vafb.com or 804-290-1293 with your name, membership number and 

contact information. 



For more information contact women@vafb.com or 804-290-1031 

  

Virginia Farm Bureau 
Women & Young Farmers/AITC  
P. O. Box 27552 
Richmond, Virginia  23261 

Celebrate Virginia Agriculture March 5-9, 2018 by reading These Bees Count! 

Connecting children to agriculture by helping them learn the important role 

bees play in producing some of our favorite foods is easy and fun. The new 

Book of the Year is best-suited for pre-k through third grade. Copies are    

available for $10 from AITC. An order form will be mailed to county chairs and 

made available on the AITC website at AgInTheClass.org. Book orders will 

include the 2018 Volunteer Kit, which features complimentary curriculum   

resources and student take-home pages. Women’s Committees can contact 

Angela at 804-290-1031 or women@vafb.com with questions. Thank you for 

helping us share agriculture’s story! 

2018 AGRICULTURE LITERACY WEEK, PRESENTED BY 
AGRICULTURE IN THE CLASSROOM 


